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Introduction

With this submission, the Italian Disability Forum (FID) provides an input to the List of Issues for the review of Italy’s first State report, during the specific sessions of the UNCRPD Committee taking place in 2016.
Art.1 - 4 General provisions (Art. 1 -  Scope, Art. 2 - Definitions, Art. 3 - General principles, Art. 4 - General obligations)

1. How is the state planning to deal with inequalities among persons with disabilities in terms of access to benefits, services and provisions due to disparities and gaps in definitions as well as to the devolution of responsibilities to the regional Governments? 

2. Please explain when and how the national Government is planning to include the definition of reasonable accommodation in national legislation, and to set-out and adopt Minimum Standards of Social Assistance (LIVEAS); 

3. Please explain how the Government is planning to deal with the negative impact of cuts to disability policies following the adoption of austerity measures and to allocate sufficient funds to the implementation of the CRPD in all areas of life; 

4. Please explain how active and structured participation of persons with disabilities through their representative DPOs will be ensured in the process above and in any other policy decision having an impact on their lives.

Art. 5– Equality and non-discrimination 

5. Please explain when the State party is planning to include in the national legislation the recognition of denial of reasonable accommodation as a discrimination. 

Art. 6 – Women with disabilities

6. How is Italy monitoring the effect of the law provisions for women also for women with disability in terms of protection?

7. What kind of positive action are being taken to fight the multiple ad intersectional discrimination affecting girls and women with disabilities? What kind of indicators ad data collection system are being used to monitor the phenomenon of multiple and intersectional discrimination?

8. How are Authorities gathering information and addressing the phenomenon of the violence against girls and women with disability? What instruments, cultural and technical are being utilized to detect violence on persons with disabilities and therefore in this case on girls and women with disabilities?

9. What steps are being taken to monitor the effect on the families, in particular on the mothers and sisters, of the burden of care of their member with disabilities?

Art. 7 – Children with disabilities

10. Given the many recommendations and observations presented by the CRC Committee not transposed by the Government, which is the main obstacle to their application?

11. How is Italy monitoring the effect of the provisions of National Plan of Children? What is the main cause of the disparities and discrepancies in the quality of care between regions and territories? What steps are being taken to monitor the effect on persons with disabilities of this disparities?

12. How is Italy monitoring the quality of habilitation and rehabilitation services for children and adolescents with disabilities? Is there a list of requirements and indicators of quality of those services and a system of data collection on services and re-habilitation programs, disaggregated by age, representative and uniform among the various regions, comparable and regularly updated on their availability and accessibility? Is there a data collection on the geographical distribution of re-habilitation services for children and adolescents with disabilities?

13. Which is the main obstacle to have reliable official statistics on the number of children with disabilities in the age range 0-5 years? How are the steps taken to overcome this absence?

14.  How are Authorities gathering information and addressing the phenomenon of the ill-treatment and abuse of children with disabilities?

15. Is there a legal or policy framework (e.g. national strategy) in Italy for tackling child poverty? Is there any evidence or research showing the main causes of child poverty? Is there any monitoring strategy or system to identify the effects of policies fighting the child poverty?

Art.8- Awareness raising

16. Which awareness raising campaigns and actions towards public administrations, staff of services and public at large on the CRPD rights-based approach to disability is the State party planning?  How will the empowerment and effective participation of representative DPOs be ensured and supported in such awareness raising actions?
Art.9 – Accessibility

17. How is Italy planning to reduce the gap between legislation on accessibility (environment, transport, web, TV and communication) and its application?
18. How is  Italy planning to include the training on the design for all principle in the ordinary curricula of all accessibility professionals?
Art. 10 –  The right to life 

19. How is Italy monitoring the effect of the law provisions on the protection of the life of persons with disabilities?

20. What steps are being taken to monitor the efficacy and efficiency of the Life Help Centers? 

21. What steps are being taken to collect national data on services for genetic counseling and early prenatal diagnosis for the prevention of genetic diseases that can cause disability? What analysis on their presence in the country and on the evaluation of the effectiveness of these services in terms of efficiency?

Art. 12 – Equal recognition before the law

Please explain when the State party is planning to repeal legal provisions of interdiction and incapacitation, allowing the disability-based withdrawal of legal capacity, when and how the current legal institution of the Support Administration will be reformed in compliance with art. 12, including the provision of supported decision making.

Art. 14 - Liberty and security of the person, art. 15 -Freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, art. 16 - Freedom from exploitation, violence and abuse, art. 17 – Protecting the integrity of the person.

22. Please explain how and when the State party is planning to reform the national legislation to stop the disability-based resort to compulsory healthcare treatments, and to ensure that detainees with disabilities are ensured the support they need in prison.

Art. 19 – Living independently and being included in the community 

23. Please explain when and how the State party is planning to undertake a de-institutionalization process by providing in a reasonable length of time a range of living arrangements in the community with the necessary individual support to persons with disabilities of any age and intensity of support needed, as well as awareness raising and empowerment actions to enhance choice and self-determination skills of persons with disabilities, including those living in institutions.

24. Please explain when and how is the State party planning to include among the national Minimum Standards of Assistance the homogeneous access to independent living schemes to all persons with disabilities, to draft National guidelines on independent living with the active participation of persons with disabilities through their representative organizations and  to adopt them. 

Art. 21– Freedom of expression and opinion and access to information

25. What actions are planned to maximize the accessibility and usability of information while maintaining the highest level of quality using the latest technology and research in the field and to monitor them involving civil society?

26. What actions are planned to facilitate the exercise of voting rights by all persons with disabilities?

27. When you are planning to approve the update of the list of assistive devices available through the NHS (Nomenclatore Tariffario) and how you plan to regulate access to aids identified?

28. What actions are planned to monitor the services offered have ensured the same level of accessibility and usability throughout the national territory eliminating any spatial inequalities?

Art.22 -  Respect for privacy

29. Please explain how the State party will establish structural standards of residential facilities with the view of ensuring the privacy of residents with disabilities.

30. Please explain how the State party is planning to extend the legislation on data protection to all areas of life and to include in the national legal framework on data protection the recognition of the consent to personal data processing by persons with disabilities who are deprived of their legal capacity or deemed incapable of discernment’.

Art.23 -  Respect for home and the family

31. Please explain how Is the State party planning to provide adequate legislative protection to the right of persons with disabilities to marry and found a family and to promote awareness raising and training actions to combat prejudices and false believes on persons with disabilities and their parents, concerning their capacity to have and take care of their children?

32. Please explain which steps the State party is undertaking to provide adequate measures and funds to support families of children with disabilities or adults with high support needs.

Art. 24 -Education

33. Please explain how the school reform Law 107/2015 will provide for the adoption of measures foreseen in the Law proposal 2444 AC to improve the skills of support and curricular teachers and other school staff in the field of special education and communication needs, to establish specific roles for support teachers, and to safeguard the educational continuity of teaching for students with disabilities, and which measures is planning to adopt  to maximize their participation in paths of school-work alternation; 

34. Please explain when the State party is planning to adopt indicators to monitor the quality of education and inclusion of students with disabilities in mainstream schools and classes, including in terms of access to higher education, vocational training, and inclusion at work after schooling, as well as quality standards of University courses and in-service training for curricular and support teachers and school assistants on appropriate education and communication strategies for students with disabilities; please explain how the effective participation of representative DPOs in monitoring the quality of school staff training will be ensured

35. Please explain how accessibility requirements according to the Universal Design principles will be included in the requalification plans of school buildings foreseen in the Law 107/2015 and which steps the State party is undertaking to ensure uniform access across the country of students with disabilities to Universities, including to postgraduate courses. 

Art. 25  - Health

36. Please provide information on when the State party is planning to establish and adopt new Minimum Standards of healthcare (LEA) including the obligation to provide uniform access across the country to early diagnosis of disabilities and evidence-based early intervention, accessibility of healthcare facilities and information  to persons with disabilities, as well as reasonable accommodations of healthcare settings, medical equipment, and procedures, as well as. 

37. Please explain which steps the State party is planning to undertake to adopt quality standards for education and training of medical staff on the health needs and peculiar manifestation of illness of persons with disabilities.

38. Please explain how the State party is planning to ensure that all persons with disabilities, including in particular those with intellectual and communication disabilities, are able to express their informed consent to medical treatments. 

Art. 26 – Habilitation and rehabilitation

39. Please provide information on which steps the State party is undertaking to integrate in the national Minimum Standards of Assistance (LEA) the access of persons with disabilities to comprehensive services and programmes of habilitation and rehabilitation, including for persons with ASD, pursuant the Law 134/2015.

40. Please explain when and how the national address plan for rehabilitation will be reviewed in light of the CRPD, with the active participation of representative DPOs. 

Art. 28 – Adequate levels of life and social protection

41.  What kind of indicators and data collection systems are being used to monitor the effect of budget cuts on persons with disabilities?

42. Please explain how the rationalization of public expenditure taking in consideration the real effect has on the population and, if so, based on which data?

43. Are funds dedicated to health and social policies interlinked?

44. What steps are being taken to reduce poverty among persons with disabilities? How is poverty identified and which indicators are being used to determine poverty caused by limitation of access to citizenship rights?

45. How is Italy monitoring the effect of the budget cuts on quality of services for persons with disabilities? And on the trend to re-institutionalization of dependent persons with disabilities?

Art. 31 – Statistics and data collection

46. Please provide information on how the State party will enhance the collection of disaggregated data by disability, gender and age  on the condition of all persons with disabilities, including children, and in particular on the inclusion and participation of persons with disabilities in all areas of life, how all aspects and types of disability, including intellectual and psychosocial disabilities, will be included in surveys and census on the general population, and how the collected  statistics and data on disability will be diffused and made accessible to all persons with disabilities . 

Art.33 – National implementation and monitoring

47. Please provide information on when the State party is planning to establish an independent Human Rights Institute with a broad scope, including the monitoring of the rights of persons with disabilities;

48. Please explain when the State party is planning to establish an independent monitoring mechanism or framework complying with the Paris principles; including persons with disabilities through their representative organizations, as well as an inter-ministerial Committee including all the Ministries concerned with the implementation of the CRPD as coordination mechanism.

49. Please explain how the State party is planning to establish regional focal points reporting on the implementation of the CRPD at regional and local level, in accordance with the Conference of the regions.
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